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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  

held on Monday 30th March 2015 at 7.30pm  
at the Sports & Social Centre, Danbury 

 
Present: Parish Cllrs: S Berlyn (Chairman), M Wood (Vice Chairman), A. Allen,  
Mrs A Chapman, G Gardiner, Mrs A Gardiner, Mrs B Hallett, Mrs C Jacobs, A 
Keeler, B Kennewell, M Telling, J Thomson 
 
City Cllrs:  Bob Shepherd and Ian Wright 
Cllr Peter Davey (Chairman of the Essex County Accreditation Panel and Vice 
Chairman of the EALC) 
 
Approximately 50 members of the public including representatives of Little Baddow 
Parish Council, Woodham Ferrers and Bicknacre Parish Council, local clubs and 
organisations.   
 
In attendance: Mrs M Saunders (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Dyer (Assistant Clerk), 
Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk)  
 
Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from St Johns Church, First 
Responders, Lingwood Bridge Club, NCT, WEA, Danbury Park School, Danbury 
Over 60’s, Nick Cooper, Elizabeth Hawkins and Liz Wood.   
 
Cllr D Harvey was on a leave of absence 
 
1. Welcome and Introduction 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Stuart Berlyn, welcomed all present to the 
meeting.  The Chairman explained that information sheets had been placed on each 
chair for residents to read about the work of the Parish Council in the last year and 
the financial report.  As the Parish Council would shortly be reaching the end of the 
four year term, the Chairman wished to thank the long serving Councillors who would 
be standing down for the time that they had dedicated to the village and the Parish 
Council.  The Chairman also thanked those Councillors who continued to serve on 
the Council, the staff of the Parish Office and the residents and organisations who 
had attended the meeting.  He then introduced the guest speaker, Emma Brogden 
from Essex Wildlife Trust who would be speaking about Living Landscapes in 
Danbury.   
 
2. Essex Wildlife Trust (EWT) Presentation   
Emma Brogden, Living Landscapes Co-ordinator gave a presentation on Living 
Landscapes in Danbury.  She gave a brief history and overview of the areas 
managed and the work carried out by EWT throughout Essex.  She outlined the 
Living Landscapes Vision and explained the benefits to wildlife, people and the 
economy.  Further details were given on countywide projects such as the Essex 
Barn Owl Conservation Project which was launched in 2013 with the help of 
landowners and volunteers.  Other Living Landscape projects included protection of 
wildlife corridors and stepping stones, all of which allow species to move around to 
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find food etc.  EWT had formed the Living Landscapes Group in early 2014 with 
partner organisations including Danbury Parish Council, Essex County Council, Little 
Baddow Parish Council and the National Trust.  The agreed priority was hedgerows 
which provide vital wildlife corridors.  The Group was intending to undertake 
hedgerow surveys with the assistance of volunteers.  Training would be provided to 
anyone who was interested in helping the EWT with this task.   
 
3.  Question Time for Essex Wildlife Trust 
The following questions were asked:   
Why had the Back Warden Nature Reserve on Bicknacre Road been cleared?  
This was done in order to restore the area back to heathland.  A concern was raised 
regarding adders in the area that had been cleared.  It was confirmed that the work 
had taken place during the most appropriate time for year and mitigating measures 
were in place for hibernating reptiles.   
What does the EWT think of the use of flails to cut hedgerows?   
It would depend on the timing and technique of the user of the flail.  Some 
hedgerows had benefited from it in the past but some had been badly done.  It was 
confirmed that the landowner and/or Essex County Council were responsible for 
maintaining the hedgerows along the roads.   
Are we free of tree disease in Essex?   
No, there was still Ash Die Back on EWT Nature Reserves.  The National Trust Head 
Ranger confirmed that there was also Oak decline on the Common and Back 
Warden areas.  He explained that is was important to be careful of the disposal of 
the wood and to disinfect tools to prevent the spread of disease.  Regular updates 
were received from the Forestry Commission regarding tree disease.   
 
There were no further questions and the Chairman thanked the Essex Wildlife Trust 
for their presentation.   
 
4.  Gold Award Presentation 
Cllr Peter Davey, Chairman of the Essex County Accreditation Panel and Vice 
Chairman of the EALC (Essex Association of Local Councils) gave a brief overview 
of the Local Council Award Scheme which had recently been piloted throughout 
Essex.  The awards were given to Parish and Town Councils to recognise the work 
done by their Councillors and Staff and as a benchmark of their developing roles 
within the community.  Cllr Davey explained the role of the NALC (National 
Association of Local Councils) and how the EALC fitted into this structure.  The new 
awards structure was as follows:   
Foundation:  This was an entry level award and confirmed that the Council was 
complying with its legal responsibilities.  Seven Councils within Essex had now 
obtained this award.   
Quality:  This award was for Council’s that had demonstrated good practice and 
improvements in a variety of areas and had also held the General Power of 
Competence.   
Gold:  This award was for Councils who were at the forefront of best practice and 
provided a solid business plan.  Three Councils in Essex had achieved this.   
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Cllr Davey was pleased to announce that Danbury Parish Council had achieved the 
Gold Standard and presented the Clerk and the Chairman with a framed certificate.  
The Chairman thanked the staff and Councillors for working hard to achieve this 
award.   
 
5.  Raffle Draw 
The draw was held for the many raffle prizes that had been donated by Councillor 
and Devoted to Travel, a local business.  The Chairman confirmed that 
approximately £80 had been raised for Danbury Pre School which would be 
presented to them in the near future.   
 
6.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2014  
Copies of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th April 2014 had been 
circulated.  City Cllr Shepherd proposed that the minutes be approved.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Mrs Jacobs and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th April 2014 
be approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
7. Question Time and Chairman’s Concluding Remarks 
The Chairman asked if anyone present wished to ask any questions.  The following 
comments and questions were raised.   
 
The drainage of football pitches on Dawson Memorial Field needs to be 
improved.   
The drainage system was put in several years ago; the last few years had been 
extremely wet, but with a few recent dry days the pitches were drying out.   
 
The bench near the Sports Centre entrance had lots of cigarette ends around 
it.   
These will be cleared away.   
 
What were the implications for the traffic on the A414 through Danbury with 
reference to the Maldon Local Development Plan?  
It was likely that there would be 3-3,500 new homes in Maldon and the Dengie area.  
Highways had undertaken a computer exercise of traffic through Danbury and this 
‘calculating model’ was predicting that even without the possible 3,500 new homes, 
traffic through Danbury would be at saturation point in 2026.  Danbury Parish Council 
was talking to Highways regarding the implications to Danbury; other villages were 
also concerned, such as Little Baddow with their protected lanes which may become 
‘rat runs’ for drivers wanting to avoid the A414.  Two initial plans that had been put 
forward by Highways to help traffic flow were:  

 

 Removal of the mini roundabout at Well Lane and replace with traffic lights.   

 Peak time traffic signals for Mayes Lane and Little Baddow road to ensure 
that the A414 keeps moving.  The Parish Council was concerned that this 
would cause gridlock.   

 
Work on the Medical Centre had started and was due to be completed in March 
2016.  A further concern was that a pedestrian crossing was originally proposed for 
this site but Highways were only proposing a ‘pedestrian refuge’ which would not be 
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wide enough for pushchairs and wheelchairs.  One suggestion was to move the 
crossing from Tesco Express to the site of the Medical Centre, but as Tesco had 
paid for this as part of its planning permission it may not be in agreement.   

Danbury Haulage lorries appeared to be exceeding their quota as they were 
seen more frequently on the A414.   
The Chairman did not believe they were exceeding their allowance.  The Parish 
Council had regularly met with the Danbury Haulage Agent to discuss/ensure that 
lorries are full when they move through the village (both journeys in and out of the 
site).  The condition of the road was also a concern and the Council had spoken to 
the Agent regarding this on several occasions who then arranged for the road to be 
monitored and swept.  Unfortunately, the staining on the road surface cannot be 
removed.  This would be an on-going problem for the life of the quarry i.e. 10-15 
years. 
 
City Cllr Wright wished to say that on behalf of his fellow City Cllrs, Bob Shepherd 
and Christopher Kingsley that they had always worked well with Danbury Parish 
Council and received prompt responses to their queries and that they felt that the 
Gold Award presented to the Parish Council was well deserved.   
 
At end of question time Cllr Berlyn reminded everyone that May 7th was election 
time for all levels – Parish and District as well as the General Election and that 
people should use their vote. 
 
Cllr Berlyn then presented Cllr Mrs Chris Jacobs with flowers and thanked her for her 
time on the Parish Council and for taking on the Chair of the Facilities Committee.  
The Parish Council wished her well for the future.   

The Chairman then formally closed the Annual Parish Meeting at 8.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………. (Chairman) 
 
 
Date: …………………………. 


